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as young men left the universities and, learning a trade,
" went among the people " to learn from them "' the people
know what they need better than we"'

The Minister of Justice declared in 1877 that the success
of revolutionary propaganda \vas due to the large number
of women among the conspirators. This propaganda was
carried on by living devotedly \\ith women dulled by life
in dreary, cramped, and dirty barracks and working sixteen
hours a day in the factoiy

In the heioic line of those who i evoked from Tsarist
oppression   and   cruelty,   women   were   never   wanting
Women served the causes of liberation with a fervoui and
contempt  of   death  which  yielded  not  an inch  to  the
authoutics     Their strength lose \vith their tasks

Most revolutionary women in these earlier days were
young, richly endowed in mind and soul, many of them
beautiful and gifted with artistic powers. Their personal
and romantic love was subordinated to the universal love
to which they had devoted their lives, and accounts for the
purity in mutual relations which subsisted between men
and women of the revolutionary movement.

Since the 'seventies there has been an unbroken line of
victims caught in the terrible official net which spread fiom
Moscow to Sakhalin to catch the champions of liberty
Few more terrible places have I seen than the museums,
where in room after room, one may examine the records of
those years of torture: contemporary pictures of prisons
and prisoners and the means used to tame them The data
are enormous: portraits, photographs, statistical tables,
drawings, farewell letters, relics, casts, instruments of tor-
ture. The impression is overwhelming, lecalhng the
martyrdom of early Christianity

Friendship and comradeship, the capacitv for holding
together, was, from the first, a marked characteristic of
Russian revolutionaries. That, too, has left its stamp on the
new order. Out of prison men and women shared their
last penny. In prison the political prisoners lived litcially
in a commune, sharing money and food with meticulous
care. All social barriers went, and ardent friendships
based on common intellectual interests such as are seldom
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